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Philip Shabecoff was the New York Times’s chief environmental correspondent for 14 of 
the 32 years he spent as a reporter for that paper.  He also served the NY Times as a 
foreign correspondent in Europe and Asia; as White House correspondent during the 
Nixon and Ford administrations; and he covered national economics, labor, and health 
care policy.  After leaving the Times, he founded and was publisher of Greenwire, the 
online daily digest of environmental news.  He is the author of three well-received books 
about environmental history and policy, including A Fierce Green Fire: A History of the 
American Environmental Movement. 
 
He has been a commentator on the media including Meet the Press, Face the Nation, the 
McNeil-Lehrer Hour, Washington Week in Review, CNN News, C-Span, National Public 
Radio, and the BBC.  He has served on numerous industry and nonprofit-advisory boards.   
 
Philip was an original selectee of the prestigious “Global 500” award from the United 
Nation’s Environmental Program.  He received the James Madison Award from the 
American Library Association for leadership in expanding the public’s right to know.   
 
Alice Shabecoff was executive director of the National Consumers League, the country’s 
oldest consumer organization; served as Director of the Office of Neighborhood 
Information in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development; and founded 
and was executive director of the national nonprofit Community Information Exchange.  
She is the co-author of A Career Guide to Community Development, which is regarded 
as the standard in its field. 
 
As a freelance journalist, focusing on family and consumer topics, Alice has been 
published in the New York Times, Washington Post, Christian Science Monitor, 
International Herald Tribune, and other U.S. and international media.  
 
 
Previous Books 
 
A Fierce Green Fire:  
The American Environmental Movement 
by Philip Shabecoff 
Island Press, 2003 
  
A Fierce Green Fire presents the definitive history of the American environmentalism 
from the earliest days of the Republic to the present. Originally published in 1993, this 
new edition brings the story up to date with an analysis of how the administration of 
George W. Bush sought to dismantle a half-century of progress protecting the land and its 
people. It also considers the growing national effort to protect the Earth’s life-support 



systems and the obstacles that the United States government is placing before that effort. 
In a forward looking last chapter, Shabecoff casts a cold eye on the challenges facing the 
environmental movement. 
 
 
Earth Rising:  
American Environmentalism in the 21st Century 
by Philip Shabecoff 
Island Press, 2001 
  
Earth Rising offers a pointed and thought-provoking critique of the American 
environmental movement. Based on extensive interviews with a wide range of 
individuals both within and outside of the movement, Shabecoff elucidates the 
movement’s strengths and weaknesses. Viewing environmental threats as symptoms of 
flaws in our society and its systems, he considers the urgent need for a broader, more 
inclusive environmentalism. Earth Rising draws a detailed road map that can guide 
environmentalists toward a new and reenergized place in society.  
  
 
A New Name For Peace: 
International Environmentalism, Sustainable Development, and Democracy  
by Philip Shabecoff 
University Press of New England, 1996 
 
A New Name For Peace is a detailed history of international environmentalism from the 
beginning of a global environmental ethic to an inside view of the 1992 Earth Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro. It examines the economic and political roots of our degrading planetary 
environment and calls for new values and laws and international cooperation to preserve 
our share air, water and resources while promoting economic development and 
democratic governance.   
  
 
A Guide to Careers in Community Development 
by Alice Shabecoff 
Island Press, 2001 
  
A Guide to Careers in Community Development describes the many different jobs in the 
field of community development – the economic, physical, and social revitalization of a 
community, led by the people who live in that community. This unique “road map,” 
spiced with stories of community developers, offers advice for professionals, volunteers, 
students or any wishing to break into the field, along with guidance for career 
advancement and lateral movement.  
 
 


